What is Coyote Valley?

Coyote Valley is located just south of urban
San Jose and north of Morgan Hill. It lies
between the Santa Cruz Mountains to the
west and the Diablo Range to the east.
Tulare Hill serves as Coyote Valley’s northern
border. See map on page 5.

How large is Coyote Valley?

The valley floor of Coyote Valley comprises
roughly 7,400 acres of wetlands, hills, oak
groves, and active farmlands. The Bay Area
Open Space Council has identified 1.13
million acres of core habitat in the hillsides
around the Valley that can be linked by
Coyote Valley. Of these 1.13 million acres,
450,000 have been permanently protected
at a cost of $3 billion.

Coyote Valley looks like it is all
open space to me? What are the
current threats to the Valley
today?

Nearly the entire valley floor is privately
owned without any permanent protection
as agriculture or open space. Half of the
7,400+ acres are currently at risk of sprawl
(2017 At Risk Report, Greenbelt Alliance). In
2017, the Peninsula Open Space Trust
acquired 30 acres of land in North Coyote
Valley and another 63 acres in mid-Coyote
Valley, both crucial steps in protecting
the migration path of species between the
Santa Cruz Mountains and the Diablo Range.
Previously in 2010, the Open Space Authority
acquired 348 acres in mid-Coyote Valley.
While these are great and necessary steps,
increasing natural flood protection,
preserving wildlife migration, and ensuring
clean water require more protected and
restored open space. Most of north and
mid-Coyote Valley is in agricultural use and
designated in San Jose’s general plan for
industrial and urban reserve. The southern
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portion of Coyote Valley is mostly rural
residential. The current development trend
is to build data centers or warehouses
specifically in the northern part of Coyote
Valley.
What is the vision for Coyote
Valley?

Through public and private partnership, the
vision for Coyote Valley is to protect and
restore the key ecological resources in the
Valley that support regional biodiversity and
improve water storage and groundwater
recharge for Santa Clara Valley. This does not
preclude agriculture and supports potentially
expanded low-impact recreational use such
as hiking, biking, and bird watching. See
Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority’s
Landscape Linkage Report for more details

Protecting open space for
wildlife is great, but we need
more space to build homes and
places for people to work.

Increasing housing and jobs are important
goals for San Jose and the region as they
have been for much of Silicon Valley’s history.
Yet over time, opinions on how to best
accomplish these have evolved. Today’s
viewpoint unites the need for housing, jobs,
and a thriving ecology. As a point of
reference, constituencies in the Bay Area are
some ofthe most ecologically conscious in
the world, voting in super majorities over the
years to tax themselves in order to protect
the environment that surrounds their urban
spaces. Today’s view also favors the needs of
the modern workforce that prefers to live and
work near transit centers and jobs in order to
avoid the congestion and greenhouse gas
emissions that result from long commutes.
This trend towards greater sustainability
through infill development rather than
sprawl is accelerating, in part because
of the growing market for “walkable” and
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transit-friendly housing and workplace
choices, and community-informed regional
planning efforts. One example is Plan Bay
Area, which supports broader efforts like the
Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (2017)
that incorporates better understanding of the
importance of floodplains in flood protection.

What was historically growing
in Coyote Valley?
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Coyote Valley historically comprised oak
woodlands, grasslands, and wetlands. Due
to the seasonal wetlands in the area, farmers
typically planted crops that could resist and
thrive in the wet conditions. Historical
pictures also convey that animals may have
been grazing here as well. Today, a variety of
crops are grown but the most prevalent
as fruit (orchards) and hay. Today, a variety of
crops are grown but the most prevalent are
fruit orchards and hay. In 2016, Coyote Valley
produced 30% of Santa Clara County’s
agricultural activity and value.
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